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The Old Testament and the New Criticism. By Alfred Blomfield, D.D., 
Bishop Suffragan of Colchester. London: Elliot Stock, 1893. Pages 182. 

This is a book of criticisms of Professor Driver's " Introduction to the 
Literature of the Old Testament," which have appeared in a serial publica- 
tion. The writer begins by disclaiming the possession of Hebrew scholar- 
ship, but stoutly maintains that there are elements in the discussion which are 
common to the study of any other book or books. These are the property 
of every literary student and can be employed by him as well as by the 
Hebrew specialist. 

The principles and methods employed by such scholars as Drs. Driver 
and Cheyne, following in the wake of the Dutch and German schools, attack 
the Old Testament as being spurious, legendary, unhistorical, and imaginary, 
misrepresenting the events which actually happened. It is also claimed that 
the conclusions said to have been reached by critical processes would have 
been accepted in other departments only on the ground of the common ver- 
dict of educated men. Dr. Driver's system of minute analysis is affirmed to 
be wholly unreliable as applied in the manner and to the extent in which he 
applies it. Let any competent scholar apply the critical tests considered 
infallible in Genesis to any book of the present day, of sufficient importance 
and variety of matter to form a fair subject of comparison, and the results 
would be astonishing. There is one assumption which is fatal to Dr. Driver's 
book (p. 66) ; it is this, viz., that there is practically no disagreement 
among critics. But it is not so. The writer goes on knocking this or that 
out of the Oxford professor's book until only the shell remains. True, he has 
some good grounds for his position, but our author has almost no use for him 
at all. Some of his objections are well grounded, and demand of Driver and 
all of his school more positive proof of the truth of their assertions. To state 
that there is a contradiction, and to show it, are two things which must be 
regarded justly. This book has some value in calling the attention of the 
unwary to the pitfalls of extremists and radicals. But it is not sufficiently 
methodical, having neither table of contents, headings of chapters, nor an 
index, to demand the time and attention of busy men. Such books to deserve 
respectful consideration must be constructed on the most approved and help- 
ful plans. Price. 

Jesus and the Resurrection. By Principal H. C. G. Moule, M.A., Cam- 
bridge. London : Seeley & Co., 1893. Pp. 213. 
This book presents twelve expository studies upon chaps. 20 and 21 of the 
Gospel of John. It would be difficult to say anything new concerning this 
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portion of the Gospel history, and the writer does not claim to do so. But 
his work is not therefore superfluous. The book has an interest and a charm 
which arise from the Christian devotion and literary ability of Principal 
Moule. It is one of a series of small books which he has published, each 
setting forth some theme of Christianity in a highly religious light, with a 
devotional purpose. The scholarship which underlies the present volume is 
thorough, and expresses itself at every point in the exposition of the pas- 
sages. The interpretation is always that most approved, and from a 
conservative point of view is beyond criticism. The author rests confidently 
in the current Christian belief as to the facts and the phenomena of the resur- 
rection of Jesus, and but seldom refers to adverse ideas. He makes only a 
reverent study of the chapter, on the basis of the Greek text, to elicit and 
comment upon what is narrated there. 

The common view of Thomas the apostle is again elaborated — he is 
written down as the doubter par excellence, ordained to be the warning exam- 
ple of doubt for all time. It is proper to have such an illustration, and it is 
very convenient to have one provided in the Scripture itself ; but should this 
disagreeable mission be laid upon Thomas ? Did Thomas, in fact, require 
more proof of Jesus's resurrection than the other disciples ? He wanted to 
see the nail prints to be assured (20:25), but it was just the same evidence 
that had previously convinced the other apostles (20:20), who would not 
believe without actual sight of Jesus the reports of their associates that the 
Lord was risen (Luke 24:10, 11)? Who has any right to say that Thomas, 
through lack of interest and belief in Jesus, was absent from the first meeting 
of the apostles collectively with the risen Christ (24:24) ? Has not Thomas 
been abused ? 

The book is a sweet-spirited, charming discussion of the closing portion of 
John's Gospel, useful for the lay Christian as a source of knowledge about the 
resurrection, and especially as an aid to devout feeling and worship. 

C. W. V. 

The Revelation of St. John. By Wm. H. Simcox, M.A., in the Series of the 
Cambridge Greek Testament for Schools and Colleges. Revised by G. 
A. Simcox, M.A. Cambridge: University Press, 1893. New York: 
Macmillan & Co. Pp. lxxxi., 248. 

All of the nineteen volumes of the Cambridge Bible Series in English, 
upon the New Testament, have now been published except the one upon the 
Epistles to Timothy and Titus, and that is in the press. Of the series based 
upon the Greek text this volume is the tenth. The volume upon the Book 
of Revelation, in the English series, appeared two years ago, and no one who 
possesses that book needs this one. The reviewer has added to the Introduc- 
tion an analysis of its contents and a chapter upon the Greek text of the 
Revelation. Besides, whole paragraphs are inserted, statements of historical 
evidence are modified to accord with the latest information, and minor 



